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Crosswalks
Virtually all traffic-signal, stop sign, and uncontrolled crossings along Bloomfield Avenue 
are marked by at least two white stripes.  Most crosswalks on Bloomfield Avenue side streets 
have an additional highly-visible red brick paver between the crosswalk’s two white stripes. 
This treatment is highly visible to both pedestrians and motorists. All crosswalks across 
Bloomfield Avenue consist of either two white lines or have ladder patterned striping.  
Many of these crosswalks are poorly visible due to fading paint. With Bloomfield Avenue’s
planned reconstruction by NJDOT, most of these crosswalks will be re-striped with fresher 
white in-lay paint and red brick pavers, like found on the side streets or in other nearby 
towns, such as West Caldwell and Montclair.   These proposed crosswalks have the benefit 
of being more visible to approaching motorists as well as creating a more pedestrian-oriented 
“town center” atmosphere, queuing the motorist to drive more slowly.



Existing:

Crosswalk on Bloomfield Ave at Smull Ave

Proposed:

Crosswalk on Bloomfield Ave at Passaic Ave
West Caldwell, NJ

Baltimore, MD



Curb-Extensions
Six car lanes wide, Bloomfield Avenue can feel physically intimidating for pedestrians to cross.  
As done at some key pedestrian crossing locations on Bloomfield Avenue in Montclair, curb 
extensions—also known as bulb-outs or neckdowns—can extend the sidewalk or curb line out 
into the parking lane, which reduces the effective street width. Curb extensions significantly 
improve pedestrian crossings by reducing the pedestrian crossing distance, visually and 
physically narrowing the roadway, improving the ability of pedestrians and motorists to see 
each other, and reducing the time that pedestrians are in the street.  Bollards and streetlights 
can also be placed on curb-extensions as a way to protect pedestrians from vehicle traffic.
A final advantage of curb-extensions their widening of the sidewalk at key locations where
pedestrians tend to bunch up, due to crossings and are also a way to widen the sidewalk 
without eliminating curbside parking, since parking is generally prohibited immediately 
adjacent to an intersection.
As indicated in the next Figure, curb-extensions are recommended for some of the busier pedestrian 
crossings along Bloomfield Avenue.



Existing:

Bloomfield Avenue at Provost Square

Proposed:

Curb-extension on Bloomfield Avenue at Park Street
(Montclair, NJ

Bollards on Bloomfield Ave at Passaic Ave
West Caldwell, NJ



Gateway Medians
Median landscaped islands are currently along Bloomfield Avenue at its intersection with Central Avenue.  
These islands are not overly visible to approaching motorists and thus have limited impact on slowing traffic.  
With additional landscaping and lighting, these islands could serve as more effective gateways to Caldwell’s 
main street.  There is also an opportunity for an additional gateway island on Bloomfield Avenue at Arlington 
Avenue. A gateway is a physical or geometric landmark that indicates a change in environment from a higher 
speed arterial or collector road to a lower speed residential or commercial district.  They often place a higher 
emphasis on aesthetics and are frequently used to identify neighborhood and commercial areas within a 
larger urban setting.  The recently installed island gateways in West Caldwell along Bloomfield Avenue at 
Passaic Avenue, complete with historic-style lighting are a good model for Caldwell.  The gateway median 
islands can also serve as pedestrian crossing islands.  Raised islands placed in the center of the street at 
intersections or midblock to help protect crossing pedestrians from motor vehicles.  Center crossing islands 
allow pedestrians to deal with only one direction of traffic at a time, and they enable them to stop partway 
across the street and wait for an adequate gap in traffic before crossing the second half of the street. 



Existing:

Bloomfield Avenue East of Arlington Avenue

Proposed:

Median with decorative street l ighting on 
Bloomfield Avenue at Park Street 
West Caldwell, NJ

Bloomfield Avenue landscaped median at Central Avenue



Pedestrian Count-Down Timers
All traffic light-controlled pedestrian crossings across and along Bloomfield Avenue would 
benefit from pedestrian count-down timers.  This device consists of a standard pedestrian 
signal with standard shapes and color, with an added display that shows the countdown of 
the remaining crossing time. The countdown timer starts either at the beginning of the 
pedestrian phase or at the onset of the flashing don’t walk. The timer continues counting 
down through the pedestrian clearance interval. At the end of the pedestrian clearance 
interval, the countdown device displays a zero and the DON'T WALK indication or solid red 
hand appears. See next Figure for an example of what a pedestrian count-down timer looks like.



Existing:

Bloomfield Avenue at Forest Avenue

Proposed:



Bus Shelters
Currently there are two privately-built bus shelters serving east-bound bus routes on Bloomfield 
Avenue.  One is at Roseland Avenue and the other across from the Grover Cleveland Birthplace.  
All other Bloomfield Avenue bus stops consist of a pole with a sign denoting route number.  
There are bus stops along Bloomfield Avenue generally every two blocks (see next Figure for specific 
locations). Since buses (New Jersey transit and private commuter) are the only form of public 
transportation serving Caldwell’s Bloomfield Avenue main street, bus stop improvements are 
recommended to make the transit user’s experience easier and more comfortable as well as to 
encourage more people to use transit to get to/from and around Caldwell.  Specific passenger 
amenities include shelter and seating (at the busiest locations), bus route identification, 
schedules, and maps, information indicating the estimated arrival of the next bus.



Existing:

Bloomfield Avenue West of Arlington Avenue

Proposed:

New York, NY

Bloomfield Avenue west of Smull Avenue

Baltimore, MD



Street Lighting
Historic-style street lights currently line Bloomfield Avenue’s sidewalks while cobra-head lights 
illuminate the street for vehicle traffic.  The sidewalk lighting are located at fairly wide intervals 
and provide limited night-time lighting for pedestrians.  Good quality and placement of sidewalk 
lighting can enhance an environment as well as increase comfort and safety.   Pedestrians often 
assume that motorists can see them at night; they are deceived by their own ability to see the
oncoming headlights.  Without sufficient overhead lighting, motorists may not be able to see 

pedestrians in time to stop. Along Bloomfield Avenue, larger, brighter, and more frequent 
streetlights can enhance the main street ambiance and the visibility of pedestrians by motorists.  
It is best to place streetlights along both sides of an arterial like Bloomfield Avenue and to 
provide a consistent level of lighting along a road way.  Nighttime pedestrian crossing areas 
may be supplemented with brighter or additional lighting.  This includes lighting pedestrian 
crosswalks and approaches to the crosswalks.



Existing:

Streetlights on Bloomfield Avenue at Forest Avenue

Proposed:

Philadelphia, PA West Caldwell, NJ



Street Trees
Tree coverage along Bloomfield Avenue sidewalks is spotty, leaving long expanses of sidewalk 
exposed to the elements.  The careful use of landscaping along a street can provide separation 
between motorists and pedestrians, reduce the visual width of the roadway (which can help to 
reduce vehicle speeds), and provide a more pleasant street environment for all, particularly shade 
for pedestrians.  This can include a variety of trees, bushes, and/or flowerpots, which can be 
planted in the buffer area between the sidewalk or walkway and the street.



Existing:

Bloomfield Avenue at Brookside Avenue

Proposed:

Westfield, NJ



Bicycle Racks
Currently the only bicycle racks are in front of the Community Center.  Caldwell’s compact size 
and interconnected street network make bicycling an easy and convenient way to get around, 
particularly to Bloomfield Avenue.  Installing single or multiple bicycle racks adjacent to key 
destinations would help encourage more people to bike to the center of town from the 
surrounding residential blocks as well as the college campus.  See next Figure for suggested locations.



Existing:

Caldwell Community Center

Proposed:

Bethesda, MD

Public square at Bloomfield Avenue and Roseland Avenue



Public Spaces



Existing:

Public square at Bloomfield Avenue and Roseland Avenue

Proposed:

Bethesda, MD



Parking and Way finding Signage
Along Bloomfield Avenue and cross streets, signage guiding motorists to off-street parking lots, 
while plentiful, is frequently poorly visible due to fading and smallness.  Larger signage is 
recommended for enhanced visibility.  Night-time illuminated signs that also indicate parking 
availability are found throughout European towns and cities help to reduce traffic generated by 
motorists  searching for parking.  Signage indicating key visitor attractions and other destinations 
are also recommended.  Larger scale signage is recommended for motorists and smaller scale 
signage for pedestrians, along with posted maps.  



Existing:

Parking way finding signage at Bloomfield Avenue 
and Personette Street

Proposed:

France Philadelphia, PA Bethesda, MD


